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INTRODUCTION

“Why do you preach hate? Because the Bible preaches hate. For
cvery one verse about God’s mercy, love, compassion, ctc., there
arc' two verses about His vengeance, hatred, wrath .. "

—Rev. Fred Phelps, pastor, Westboro Baptist Church

For once, Fred Phelps* is right: the Bible does preach hate.
So do most priests and preachers. What sets Phelps apart is his
honesty and outspokenness about the hatefulness of the Bible.
Rather than hypocritically proclaim it a book of “love” as he
attacks those he hates — in this case, homosexuals — Phelps is
open about the Bible’s cruelty.

Unfortunately, his focus — and that of his money-grubbing
fellow travellers, such as Pat Robertson, Jerry Falwell, and
James Dodson — on sexual “sin,” and especially on homosex -
uality, can and does give the impression that the Bible also
focuses on sexual sin and, especially, on “sodomy” as singularly
abominable.

In fact, Jesus has remarkably little to say about sex, and
almost the only places in the Bible where you’ll find the sick
obsession with sex that one encounters in Phelps et al. are in
the Pentateuch (first five chapters of the Old Testament —
especially in Leviticus) and to a lesser extent in the Pauline
texts of the New Testament. That contemporary preachers

* Fred Phelps is a former civil rights attorney turned preacher, and is cur-
rently the pastor of the Westboro Baptist Church (WBC) of Topeka, Ransas.
Its small congregation is composed primarily of Phelps’ offspring and other
relations. Phelps and his followers are best known for picketing the funerals
of AIDS victims and soldiers killed in Iraq, and for the WBC web site:
www.godhatesfags.com.






