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Publisher’s Note

During its day, the original publisher of this pamphlet,
the Haldeman-Julius Company of Girard, Kansas, was the
most important publisher of radical materials in the United
States. From the founding of his company in 1919 until his
early death in 1951, E. Haldeman-Julius published more
than 2500 books and pamphlets.

One of Haldeman-Julius’s most important and most
prolific writers was Joseph McCabe, the author of this
pamphlet. In regard to Christianity and, especially, Catholi-
cism, McCabe was perhaps the most learned atheist writer
who ever lived. This was a result of his native gifts and his
background—he was a former Catholic priest, fluent in Latin
and several other languages, who had taught philosophy and
ecclesiastical history in a Catholic college. During his lifetime
(1867-1956) he translated dozens of books and wrote
hundreds of his own books and pamphlets, all on various
aspects of history, and a great many on religious topics.
Perhaps his most important work was A Rationalist Encyclo-
pedia, published just after World War II, and of which he
was editor.

How Christianity Grew Out of Paganism appeared in 1943,
a time when McCabe was already in his mid 70s. The
original edition of this work was one of the Haldeman-Julius
“Little Blue Books”—3%" X 434" pamphlets printed on very
cheap paper and set in 8-point type. (This is 8-point type.) In
most previous pamphlets in See Sharp’s Haldeman-Julius
reprint series, I took the type from the Little Blue Books and
blew it up to 125% or 130% of original size. Unfortunately,
How Christianity Grew Out of Paganism was so badly printed
that I couldn’t do that here. Instead, I've re-set the pamphlet
in Bookman Old Style, a face that preserves, to an extent,
the feel of the original. As well, I've reproduced here only the
latter half of the original pamphlet, because the first half had
nothing to do with the topic announced in the title.

—Chaz Bufe, May 12, 1998




How Christianity Grew
Out of Paganism

How the Creed was Synthetically Formed

It is one of the ironies of the history of religion that what we call
the great, historical, or organized religions took their rise from
prophets whose mission in life was to denounce religion in the sense
in which these organized bodies use the word. The very corrupt and
hypocritical Buddhism of Japan and its less offensive but equally
elaborate counterpart in China and other Asiatic countries takes the
name of a moralist, Buddha, who was, according to all the leading
authorities, an atheist and urgently warned folk to keep clear of
priests, temples, and idle speculations about a future life. The vast
army of Buddhist priests and monks, the most sordid priesthood in
the modern world, now make a gorgeous living chiefly by inspiring
simple folk for the next world.

I do not include Confucianism because it never was a religion and
it has therefore consistently preserved the atheism and high moral
code of its founder. Taoism, the second religion of China, pretends
to have been founded by Lao-tse, a contemporary of Confucius, who,
though inclined to mysticism, equally warned his followers against
organized religion with its ceremonies and devil-dodging. What is
broadly called Zoroastrianism in Persia takes the name of another
prophet, Zoroaster or Zarathustra who set out to purify religion by
stripping it of all that the modern Zorastrians call religion. Even
Mohammed was a rebel against all organized and priestly religion,
yet Islam, while rejecting the title of priests and remaining compara-
tively simple in its services, really has a powerful and tyrannical.
body of priests.

But the most notable instance of this, shall we say, ingenuous
development in the religious world is Christianity. As I said, if there
is one thing that we may on sound historical principles consider
probable about Jesus it is that he was an independent moral
preacher—as hundreds of the Essenes were in Judea at the time—
who so angered the Jewish priests, presumably by his criticisms of
them and their temple-religion, that they had him put to death as
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what we now call a Bolshevik. When that fine leader of the French
Revolution Camille Desmoulins was asked his religion, he said: “The
same as that of the sans-culotte Jesus.” If you want me to give the
proper American equivalent of the French expression, I shall have
to paraphrase it: “ragged-seat-of-the-pants.” Fortunately, we have
no quarrel here with those who think that the gospels are real
biography. Except for a ridiculous, late interpolation about his
“church,” they uniformly represented Jesus as a violent opponent of
priests, temples, services, set prayers, and every element of
sacerdotal and ritual religion. Paul has the same idea.

We have nothing to do here with modern explanations of how or
why this iconoclastic gospel, which is still read in Church (in the
midst of the most gorgeous and elaborate ceremonies) every Sunday,
became the basis of the Episcopal or the Roman Church. One of the
funniest explanations, which you often hear today, is that Jesus
took his fishermen-lieutenants up one of those high mountains of
which he was so fond and explained to them that he “spoke in
parables to the multitude so that they would not understand”—in
the next page you read that he spoke to the multitude in parables
because it was the simplest and most beautiful way to get his ideas
over to them—but he would tell them something. What he said to
the people about an approaching end of the world was—well,
anything you like to call it. The world was going to last for
thousands of years, and for security of Christian morality they must
found a great church with buildings and choirs (including soprano-
eunuchs), bishops, archbishops, cardinals, priests, etc., vestments,
incense, and dog-collars, the power to kill heretics and dictate to
princes and presidents. . . . Tens of millions of Christians believe
that. But there is no need for any guessing about what happened.
Early Christian literature makes it clear. In one of the most
important, yet one of the least frequently quoted documents, of the
first century is a “Letter from the Christians of Rome to those of
Corinth,” which we may confidently date about the year 96. That
“Letter to the Corinthians” says that the Romans have just simple
meetings+—in each other’s houses, for we know that they had no sort
of chapel until after 200 A.D.—at which they said prayers and sang
a hymn (probably Jewish) or two. To keep order they had an
overseer (which in Greek is the word we have corrupted into bishop)
and a few assistants (deacons). The Letter says nothing about
priests, who were pagan officials, much less a Pope. Pliny's letter to
the Emperor about Christians in Bithynia suggests the same
simplicity.







